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| The Declaration of ſeveral Eminent Roman Cathp: © 
licks in this Kingdom of England, who, did ..E. 
brace the Protcitant Religion ; with their Reaſons: 


for their Change, deliver d in their own Words, &&c.- 


2 from the Proſelytes which it makes, ought to contider the 
Equality of the Perſons, and the End of their 'Conver-" 

fion. For what ſignifies the Turning of. hait a ſeore ..Perſons. to: 
the Romiſh Religion, though their Number ſhould be rrebled ; 
where for one thar ſubmurs his miſguidee Reaſon; :iten-are de-' 
luded by their Paſlions, or tallow: the. Current: of. rhe: Times, 
| Allur'd by privare Hopes, and the Arguments of Selt-Incereſt:” 
Of this Number was Peter Eſþinat, Archbthop of Lyons , who 
having embraced the Dottrine of the Proze/tants in his'younger 
years, afterwards changd his Opinion, and: became an” invere- ., ,. 
rate Proſecutor of the Reformed ; bur-it was nothis' Zeal that-@& j22. 
made him. ſo turious, -but his eager- 5mbition of a Cardinals Cap, 
to which he facrific'd his otherwite great Learning and Parts. 
Nor was this all ; for. having waſted his own Bemearis to run in 
| Debt, he knew no other way: to ſupply-his Iuxirious Extrava- 
/  gance, than by ſiding with the Guifan @r Zevotic Faction : Ar 
the ſame time not only a Turncoat from his Religion, .but a Re- 
bel ro his Prince. On na OE 

The next to him, we find Francis Bal/duinus, who having em- 
brac'd the Proteſtant Religion in Germiyy, at length rerurn'd tothe Thr. 
Romiſh perſwafion, upon the fair hopes he had of. being preferr'd in ?*?" 
Polaad, by Henry the Third, afterwards King of France, had he 
not been prevented by Death, © Nu 

Theſe were Menof great Parts and Learning, gnd that we ſee 
how their Hopes and their Fears betray'd them. 
' But we ate now to give a Particular Account of feveral Perſons 
or no Icfs Grandeur and Learn ng, that being before-Devout Sons 
of Popery, abandon'd the Ceremonies of Rome, and making choice 
of the Proteſtant profeſſion, at the ſame rime that they mighr not 
be tax'd of inconftancy or Worldly Driſts ; publiſhed the crae 
Reatons of their Converſion. B 2 Ve 


, T% that will derive the Goodneſs or Truth of a Religion 
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We fhallhegin: with, Arms Burgus, a Senator of Paris, at firſt 
. © only ſuſpeffed to favour the Prozeftants, was by Hevry the Second 4 
of France, fent to the Bile; at which time being declar'd 8 
x Heretick by his Judges,” he appeal'd to the Archbiſhop of Sexs, | 
which Appeal be:tg jadg2d frivolous, he was ſent back to the i51.. 'F 
thop of Paris, by waom being then degraded from his Sacerdo.- |: 
tal Charatter, he then made open profeſſion of the Proteſtant. 
Religicn ; telifying his joy. for the kindneſs they had done him ;- 
for that the Characier of the Beaſt being now, as he ſaid, defacd, | 
he ſhould. have noti:ing-mare to do with Antichriſt ; and that there: .| 
might be:no queſtion of his Converſion, he removed his firſt 
Contei{ſion us. ambiguous, and- gave into-Court. anther more- 
clearly agreeing. with the DoArine. of: Geneva and Switzerland. 
wherein after he. had itharply enveighed againſt the Pope and the | 
Ceremonies of Rowe, :he-declar'd himfelt prepar'd either to live. | 
or. dye, for which at lait he- was adjudged to be-Burnr ; which: 
Sentence, as he heard with an-undaunted Courage, fo at the Srake-- 
he gave the I'eople to underſtand, that he did not come there to 
ſuffer as a Malefattor, but for adhering to the truth of the Geſpel <. 
his Death was deplor'd by many that thought-1l} of his Conver- 
ſion : However, fays the Hiitorian; it partly ſocorfirm'd the minds 
| of ſome that had- forſaken the Religion, . and likewije ſo exaſperated 
rpc, 1 OrBers; as it may be truly ſaid, that out of his Aſhes ſprung that. |, 
nan. t, kg X hd TY” Wl 
22.23, prodigious harveſt of Revolts and Conſpiracies,which afterwards for ſo - | 
long time harras d a moſt flouriſhing Kingdom. And the Author of the 
Council of 7rext makes this Remark upon/him; That the Death. 
and Conſtancy of a Perſon ſo Confpicuous, waken'd'a Curioſity in mas 
ay, to underſta:d what that Religion ſhould be for which ſo great a" \ 
Man had ſufer d fo Couragiouſly : and complains that it much ens 
crea? d the aumber of Proteſtant Profelytes. - 
Garfias Arias, a Spaniard, and Monk: of the Monaſtery of. | 
St. Hhdore, in Sevil, a Perſon of an acuteWit and rare Learning, F# 
of a.rigid Roman Catholick, became a Preacher of the Reformed: _ |, 
Religion, even under the noſe of the Inquiſition ; in ſo much, that 
Philip the 2d. 'returning into Spain, was much amaz'd, to hear 
that the Reformed Religion was crept into his Met Cathelick Do- 8 
IN.NLONS-. 
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minions. At firſt Gar/as 5 for the Inquiſitors, fitſF 
baffling their Obje®1ons by rhe ſmartneſs of his Arguments. But by: 
being at length Conv en'd betore them upon ſurer Evidence, he © 
plainly thew'd thar # was not out of Selt-Interelt, but out of a MY 
real Convincement that he:was 1n an Error before, that he had : 
abandoned the Pop?/h> Religzon,elſe he would never have ſo bold- 
ly-Contronted the Cruel Tribunal, as 'to- tell them, They were 
fitter for the vile Druagery of Oftlers, than to aſſume themſelves to 
be the Cenſurers of a Faith which they ſo little underſtood ; declar- 
ing at the ſame time, his hearty Repentance for having'tormerly 
jo .-ppos d the Maintainers of that Faith before them, and for 
whict he thouid ai/ways befſorry as long,as he had ; whereupon 
has torthwitir Condemn d, and ſoon atter led 4n Triumphto 
Firc and faggot, and Burnt alive. | 
Wolfan 1s 14.4/cabiis, WAS allo in his younger years, a Monk, 
till better {atormartion made” hm foriake tie Ceremonies of the 
Romiſh Church, and adlcar to the Prorejtant Religion, of which 
he atterwards became a mo:t painful and Famous Preacher to 
his dying day. | 
Melchior Roman; a Spaniard; and once Procurator of the Or- 
der of the Facobins at Rowe for the Prov nte of Tholouſe, having 
at lai} deſerted the Church of Rome, made a publick Declaration 
ot his Converſion in the- Reformed Church ot Bergeral, in the-- 
year 1600. wherein he gives an-ample account of the Reaſons 
which indue'd him ro change his Religion, to this effet: —*_ 
His firſt Exception 1s, That the Conſecrated Sacrament ſhould 
be ſubjett to the eating of Mice and Rats ; he alledges that he faw at 
Lyzcge5, in the Convent of the Facobins, an infinite number of L 
Confecrated Sacrifices eaten with Rats and Worms, and all wrapt Arteftedby 
avout with Cobwebbs : He relates how Gregory the Seventh, ha- YON -_ 
_ ving conſulted the Sacrament touching the Revealing of. certain Georg, A: 
matters againft the-Emperour, and receiving no anſwer, threw _ 
it into the Fire. He adds, that 7749 the Third, a Biſhop of 
Ebora, and the Emperor /Jenry the 7th. were poyſoned in taking 
the Sacrament. Strange Abſurdities, and prodigious Ads, to = 
_ Which Tranſub/tantiation would ſubjs<&t the Body of Chriſt, if the 
Dofrine were true. 7 : 
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trary to the commands of Chriſt, Drink ye __ and the Praftice of 


oo Toba Norman, Sub=Prior of Mareſtay, and a Predicant Friar, + 
- made publick proſetiion of rhe Proze/faut Religion the tame year," - 


Fits: next Exception 15 againſt the Privation of the Cup, con- 


te Church, Tt Cor. 11. 

His chird Exception 1s againſt Purgatory, as 1i the unſpeakable ; 
Dignity of the Sacrifice of chrif, were not able to blot out our \. 
Ottences, to reconcile our Souls to Gud, and to juſtifie before the: = 
Throncof Juſtice : Beiides, he aſſures himſelf, that it 15 @ great 
diminiſhing of God's Mercy, Grace, and unſpeakable Favonr, and ' 
a too-much eclipſing ot the matchleſs Glory” of the Ocean af his 
ae 1 ONS; 

His next Exception 1 15 againſt the Canonizing of S ants, by wnich 
means the filly ignorant People are induc d to commit /dolatry 
aud Spiritual Fornication ; umpuoutly and incredutouily againit God, 
who 1s able to fave and reitore to /ife, rivie that are dead: that 
from hence proceeded {0 many Filgrim:ges into iirange Coun 
tries, uncer pretence whereot many Auulter.es, Fornications, 
Sodomies, mceſts, and orher execrab'e ants were commirted, and 
the Bodics. of thoſe Advrd an] -uper.lit ou ly Wor npped upon - 
Earrh, whoſe -ouls were tormen: et in ell He adds, that Gold | 
and >ilver can Work inich wuh the People tor rat ng of the | 


moiti Vie and w: "Ke. io {5n upon Karth, to the reputation of A 
Hotineſs and Neto wn 4 v \!..-11 never can come Irom che ſpirit | 
of Sauncithiica' ion, 5 om vc Authority of a mortal and finful -j 
Man : vet that thoſe were the /2.nts wherein the Papiſts put 


their hopes, we at whoſe hanas they look tor Succour both in 
life and death: Wherefore, fays the Convert, 7 utferly renounce J 
FIC, and ju; my whele truſt and confidence in jay Creator only : 
And laflly, he renders to the Divine Majzity, eternal thanks - 
above all other benefits of his large liberality "beitowed upon 7 | 
Hun, for his Converſion in particwar ; proteiiing to imploy the F þ 
Gra ana Giitsit had pleas sd his Omnipotescy to endue him w ith-,, 
all, to t10 glorious, pralic of Jus eternal Majz2';y, and the Edifis 
cation of bis Church, where. his Word was moit purely Preach'd, 
and bs holy Sacraments moſt ſincerely adminiſtred nuns ON 
to the Inititution of Chriſt. 
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and gave his Reaſons in the Reformed Churches of Tours and 77if- 
neau, to this effect : 

In the firſt place, he bewails for having ſo long follow'd the 
way that conqutted to: Peraition, and tor having forſaken the 
true Path which was to be trac'd for the attaining of Heaven ; 
and then bleſles himſelf, for that in the end, rhe Spirit of God 
had- brought him to the l;ght of a:holy Knowledge of the way 
of Salvation: Lo nowlays'he, you ſee meunmask'd from the fraudulent 
embraces of the Strumpet Babel, which 15sthe Nurſery of all Impiety ; 
Now am IT looſe from the dangerous labyrinth of Errors ; Err:rs ſo 
abominable, that there is no man of never ſo little Faith, but do> 
teſts and renounces them ; particularly he infiances the boldnef; of 


_ the Popiſh Prieits in uiing the terms, "7 crevit me, dedit mil; 


creare ſe ; he that created me, gave me power to create him : 
and, qui creavit me (tae me, creatur mediante we ; he that created 
me withotit me, 1s created by my means: Which he ailerts to 
be a manifelt over-throwing the Doctrine con-erning the truth of | 
the Humane Nature of chriſt, who has but one Body-and not 
two Bodies, as the words infer ; for that - by their reckoning; 
Chriſt muſt have one Body tram'd in the Womb of the Pure Vir- 
gin, and another which the Creator creates by the Prieſt. 

_ In the next place, he objects agzinit their daily Sacrtficing for * 
the Quick and the Dead ; by which means the Papi/?s ſeem di- 
rectly to infer, that the Sacrifice once made by -Chrift upon the 
Croſs, was inſufficient. -- | 

In the next place, he objets againſt Praying to Saints, as de- 
priving C-ri/f of his excelling Titles of Interceiior ana Medeator. 

In-the next place, he taxes the Papi/?s with dolarry, in attri- 
buting to a thing withour /ife, that which only belongs to Chrift ; 
inftancing for example, that Prayer of theirs te the Croſs , /a:/ 
Holy Crofs, eur only Hope in this time of paſſga; Encreaſe Juſtice 
to the Gedly,, and grve Mercy to the Guilty. 

He further taxes their want of Underitanding,m believing that ' 
by ther Works they Meritoriouſly (gain Heaven,as being a palpa- 
ble leſſening the meritsof Chrij?,tor that, if the Graces of God might. 
be purchas'd by Man's Merits, Chriſt had then dy'd 1n vain : Be-' 
fides, tinat it 1s contrary to the Scripture, which tells us, Thar 
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- upon Ifai refs obtain the kmgdom of Heaven, but reſt upon that Intereſt 


when we have doue all we ran, we areunprofitable Servants. In the. 
concluſion, Herells the Werld, that he {uh omitted many Super- ; 
MFitions and Herelies iliat caus'd him to fly trom the pretencied 
Catholitk Religion, and to.ſertle himſelt with all humility in the - 
Reformed church. Adding withall, that let his bknemies ſay what 
they peas d,ot do what they could either Promiſes nor Threats; 

. neither injuries: nor {erfecut ions. ſhould (with Gods grace | withe 
draw him tron his Piouis Reſolution, to embrace the true and 
lively Faith of the Reformed Churches. And laſtly, beſeeching 
rhe Congregation of the Faithtul, meaning the Proteſtants, to. 

receive hun mto their number. ME erntnp 


The Names of feveral Reman Cathelicks that are turn'd to the 
Pr oteſtant R eligion. 


Sermon22, In the 12th Age-from 1100,to 1200. liv'd St.Bernard, a Monk, 
2penthe who held Juſtiticarion by Faith alone, and diſclaim'd Jullificatis” 


Canticles. 
-H . on by works. Tam not-worthy, ſays he,neither can 1 by my own mes 


0:46 a; which T have in the erits of Chriſt's paſſion. He [fo taught that 
wpon che The Euchariſt was a Commemoratien only, in his Sermon upon 


— the Lords Supper ; he-allo held the Sufficiency of the Serjptures 


os without Traditions ,affirming that the Word of God was all in all,&c, - 
the Bookof . Rape Taitienfi, taught, That wharſoever concerns the ” 
Kingyca2. Word of God, whatſoever was to be known or ſpoken. touching 


S 
py ruce the Incarnation, the Diviniry,and Humanity of Cþri/,is containg} - 
in the Two 7eſtaments ; beiides, or without which two, therd « 


Trat.s, 
a5nOthing that ought to be deliver'd-or believ'd : And Hugd;- 


E Santto /ictore maintain'd Communicating. in-both kinds: By - 


gs *Gracianus.the Monk - Recites many Ancienc Canons 'and- Conitjtugipgs)-_ 
\C.6.tem 3. for Communicating in» both ki;:ds, and declared his Teſtimony. .aga againſh- 

pedo * Tranfubſtantiation, in theſe words; As the Heavenly Bread. which is Chriffs' F 
1 Body, where thdeed it is but the Sacrament of bis Bedy, [c the [as rihcing of Fug 
Fleſp of Chrifs, ts faid to be bis Palſion, not in the wP of the thing, but tn'> 
 frenifymng: Myſtery Ot the ſame Opinion, ih- the ſame \g8, was Peter Bk 
jenſis, Archdeacon of Bath, and fohannes Semeca. *. 

- Dominic Calderinus, mention-d by Ladovicus Vives,condemn' dthe whole 

Mats: - (o: that- being urg'd by his Friend to go to Mals,. when he: .coulding} 


n Civiliry deny it; Come Op he ) ler us goto toe Common « Error. ee] 
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